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Year after year, 
the same story?



Source: https://www.singstat.gov.sg/modules/infographics/total-fertility-rate

M&P package 
introduced in 2001 

(TFR = 1.41)
20%

https://www.singstat.gov.sg/modules/infographics/total-fertility-rate


Also declined among 
30-34 in 2000s

Collapse in 
childbearing 
among 20-29

Slight recuperation 
among 30-39 in 2010s 

(20-29 still falling)



Drop in marriage 
among 20-24

Decline among 25-
29 since 2000s

Recuperation 
among 30-39 
since 2000s

Fertility 
recuperation 
among 30-39 

in 2010s



Source: https://www.singstat.gov.sg/modules/infographics/total-fertility-rate

TFR is a 
“hypothetical cohort” 

measure!

It is unweighted by 
population age distribution

https://www.singstat.gov.sg/modules/infographics/total-fertility-rate


Prime 
childbearing 

groups today

But in 20 
years’ time?



What the statistics show
• Fertility and marriage rates have declined among women aged 

20-29

• (Weak) recuperation more recently among women aged 30-39

• Even if  rates recover, the population base has eroded



Why?
Various theoretical models emphasise different factors

• Rational choice theory (benefits VS costs)

• Risk aversion theory (value of  children)

• Post-materialist values theory (self-actualisation and expression)

• Gender equity theory (incoherence in economic/social institutions)



Rational choice? 
Gender equity?

Value change?

Children no longer 
viewed as insurance



Why?
Other factors:

• Stressful, exhausting work culture, with high job insecurity

• Wishful thinking about “flexible fertility”





The road ahead
"I cannot solve the problem, and I have given up. I have given the job to another 
generation of  leaders. Hopefully, they or their successors will eventually find a 
way out." (Lee Kuan Yew, quoted in Straits Times, 2013)

• Gender equity (fixing the incoherence between spheres)

• Flexible work arrangements (for women and men)

• Reproductive health (social egg freezing; informational gaps)



The road ahead
What about:

• Loosening the “life script” of  study -> date -> marry?

• Helping 20-29 overcome obstacles of  young marriage/parenthood?

• Collective investment in children as a future shared resource?

• Broader definitions of  success: not only personal achievement, but 
also family life and service to others
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